
  
 
 

October 1, 2010 

Subject:  International Year of Chemistry 2011 – Global Educational Activities 

Dear Colleague, 

As you know, the start of the International Year of Chemistry 2011 (IYC 2011) is only about 

four months away. A major goal of IYC 2011 is to celebrate the achievements of chemistry and its 

contributions to the well-being of humankind. There are four main IYC objectives: 

• Increase public appreciation and understanding of chemistry in meeting world needs; 

• Increase interest of young people in chemistry; 

• Generate enthusiasm for the creative future of chemistry; 

• Celebrate the 100th anniversary of the founding of the International Association of 
Chemical Societies and of the award of the Nobel Prize in chemistry to Mme Maria 
Sklodowska Curie, providing an opportunity to recognize the contributions of women to the 
chemical sciences. 

The IUPAC Committee on Chemistry Education (CCE) is officially responsible for helping the IYC 2011 

Management Committee to organize global educational activities. Among the several projects that 

CCE is coordinating is one directed at encouraging the global celebration of national chemistry days 

or weeks, particularly in some new countries that do not have a strong tradition to date of doing so. 

In facilitating this project, we hope that IYC 2011 will be the beginning of on-going celebrations of the 

importance of chemistry that will continue long after the year itself has ended. 

I am coordinating the work of the task group that have the responsibility to collect information about 

which countries already have established national chemistry week or day, and/or have planned 

activities to celebrate International Year of Chemistry 2011. 

As the project task group, we would like to be informed of the exact date(s) and what specific 

activities will take place in your country, especially within countries represented by IUPAC National 

Adhering Organizations (NAOs) and Associate National Adhering Organizations (ANAOs). The CCE will 

then facilitate the exchange and sharing of ideas for educational activities with other nations, 

especially those not having already established national chemistry days or weeks and desiring 

guidance for their celebration during IYC 2011 that is suitable for the local culture, educational 

system, and chemical industry. 

Therefore, I would like to ask you as a member of the chemistry education committee in your 

country do the following: 

1. Indicate a point of contact within your country with whom Prof. Sozbilir and the CCE may 

work directly; 

2. Provide information about whether or not your country has established national chemistry 

days or weeks, and if yes, also provide the scheduled dates; 



3. Ask your national point of contact send us a description of the planned activities of your 

organization and those of related organizations and societies in your country, in so far as 

they have been developed to date. 

4. Even if your country has done nothing so far about IYC 2011, and willing to participate the 

worldwide celebration of IYC 2011, please provide a national contact point to us that we can 

share the information with you how to celebrate IYC 2011. 

We ask that you consider your country’s potential contributions to the international year in the 

context of your existing activities (across internet and physical platforms) that can be designated to 

support the goals and themes of IYC 2011. This could include repurposing materials and resources, 

event planning, outreach, and community engagement. 

Please send this information in electronic format to me at sozbilir@atauni.edu.tr  and 

mustafasozbilir@gmail.com by 25th October 2010. 

Many thanks for your cooperation and energy to activate this worthy endeavor. 

With best regards 

 

Mustafa SOZBILIR, PhD 

Associate Professor  

Department of Chemistry Education 

Kazim Karabekir Education Faculty 

Ataturk University  

25240 Erzurum-TURKEY 

IYC 2011 Educational Committee Co-Chair 

IUPAC CCE Project (#2009-037-3-050) Task Group Chair 
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