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GRAND  SINHALA & TAMIL NEW  YEAR
CULTURAL CELEBRATION

Avurudu Asiriya
Sinhala & Tamil New Year

Celebration of Sinhala and Tamil New Year by the Sri Lankans has persisted in 
all its traditional glory for not less than 2,000 years. Recognized officially and 
observed countrywide as the National New Year, the celebrations take several 
days, varying only slightly, from the age old venerable traditions which are still 
observed to the letter by the Sri Lankans.
 
Perhaps one of the remaining authentic folk celebrations in the world, the ‘Avu-
rudda’ stands as a monument to a people whose lives, to a large extent, still 
revolve around the grace of mother nature and her most domineering subject, the 
sun. The traditional new year celebrations in mid-April originated as a harvest 
thanks giving, the high-point of the annual production cycle. Interwoven closely 
with the first astrological phase of the sun, it is timed to coincide with the first 
partaking of the season's blessings, namely rice. Astronomically, it is celebrated 
on the day on which the sun passes from Meena Rashiya (Pisces) to Mesha 
Rashiya (Aries), when Sinhalese and Tamils bid farewell to the year passed and 
usher in a brand new one with prayers, meritorious deeds, traditional observa-
tions and seemingly unending celebrations.

The New Year falls on the 13th or 14th day of April, preceded by at least two 
weeks of preparations, devoted largely to shopping and the making of a 
hundred-and-one varieties of sweetmeats. Schools have their holidays during the 
month of April, so children are often the willing helpers in and around home, 
getting the household ready for the eventful day. Festive times are great times for 
the tourists to visit village homes with prior arrangement.
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‘Avurudu Asiriya’
GRAND  SINHALA & TAMIL NEW  YEAR CULTURAL 

CELEBRATION

The Institute of Chemistry Ceylon &  the National Secretariat (Sri Lanka) IYC 2011 

have jointly organized  Sinhala and Tamil New Year Celebration “Avurudu Asiriya” as 

part of the activities of  International Year of Chemistry ( IYC-201) declared by the UN.  

on

Sunday 3rd April 2011 from 9.00am - 8.00pm

at 

Janakala Kendraya (Folk Art Centre)

Pelawatte, Battaramulla, Sri Lanka

The Sinhala and Tamil New Year Celebration “Avurudu Asiriya” 

consists of a variety of entertainment activities for the whole family.

 

Events have been organized in Sinhala,Tamil & English for the convenience of all 

the three communities to enjoy together. The entire programme has been 

especially focused on the high cultural values and harmony among communities.

Fun and enjoyment  everywhere ! 
• Model of a traditional Sinhala home

• Model of a traditional Tamil home

• Demonstration of Sinhala and Tamil Avurudu traditions

•  Preparation of traditional Sinhala and Hindu foods 

• Sinhala and Tamil dramas

• Games and contests

• Musical programmes depicting Sri Lankan culture

• Preparation of traditional Avurudu sweetmeats

• Sinhala and Tamil traditional dances and folk songs 

• Traditional Avurudu sports

• ‘Avurudu Kumari ‘ (Beauty Queen of the New Year) Contest

• Children’s programmes and kiddies entertainment activities etc. 

• Demonstration of  chemistry of traditional foods


